Spotlight On 1st Grade
By Beth Stevenson

Giggles and happy chatter accompanied the bouncing steps of first graders
eagerly setting out on the last leg of a several month journey of commitment and
hard work. Their final destination: Village Church. Their voices rang out with
words of anticipation and delight at the culminating task ahead. . . . but I’m
getting ahead of myself . . .

Thy Word have I hid in my heart, that I might not sin against Thee. (Psalm
119:11) First graders make hiding God’s word in their hearts their first work of
the morning. Just as we wouldn’t enter our dark classroom without first flipping
the switch that illuminates our way, we we wouldn’t want to start our day without
pausing to gain the perspective and power that will make our day’s journey a
success in heaven’s eyes. Psalm 119:105 goes on to promise, “Thy word is a
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”

During the winter months we have memorized Exodus chapter 20, which
includes the 10 commandments, while also claiming God’s power to implant
them in our minds by transforming our hearts. We have spent time morning by
morning recounting God’s blessings and tracing His work in our lives as we see
evidences of His power shaping our wills.

Continued on next page.....

1st Grade  Continued
Students have shared powerful testimonies of the Holy Spirit’s conviction in their lives
leading them to: stop hitting family members when they get upset, stop arguing with
parents, give their savings to missions, and many more daily victories. And each
testimony provides an entering wedge for the Holy Spirit to lodge conviction in other little
hearts. It is beautiful to witness our children ministering among their peers through the
sweetness of their testimonies.

And so it was on Tuesday morning that we set out on foot for Village Church, to record
our recitation of Exodus 20, amidst shrieks of sheer joy. After working hard with (Mr.
Freeman’s help) to lay down a perfect recording, Pastor Michael had worship with us and
sent us out with a blessing.

If you had seen, as I did, the smiles on those 18 little faces or heard the buoyant voices
as they headed back to school, you too would know beyond a shadow of a doubt that
serving others for Jesus brings the greatest rewards and the greatest joy!

Principal's Spotlight

Week of Prayer
“Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you
have received them, and they will be granted you.” Matthew 11:24
Next week Village School will be conducting our Spring Week of Prayer. One thing Pastor
Bryce Bowman will share with our students is the importance of maintaining a vital
connection with Christ through prayer. Have you ever wondered how prayer keeps us
connected to Christ?
In Matthew 11:24 Jesus tells us to believe that you have received what you prayed for
and God will grant us our prayers. What does that mean? After all we know that not every
prayer that we have prayed was answered in exactly the manner and in the time that we
were praying for it to occur. I can think of many prayers that I have prayed that God did
not answer in the way I wanted Him to. So does that mean I just didn’t believe sincerely
enough, was it just a lack of faith on my part?
In Luke 22: 4142 it says, “and He knelt down and began to pray, saying, “Father, if You
are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done.” Did God take
the cup from Jesus or did He have to drink from it and suffer the death of the cross for
our sins? Certainly Jesus did not lack faith. So it must be that we also, like Jesus, must
be willing to trust that God is still caring for us and providing for all our needs even when
our prayers are not answered the way we wanted them to be answered. In fact, it is as
we understand just how dependent we are on God for everything that we draw closer to
Him, that’s when we truly receive and are granted what we prayed for. My prayer is for
all our students and staff to be drawn closer to Christ throughout this Spring Week of
Prayer and into eternity.

