By Brandy Gettys

5th & 6th's Spotlight

“...Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1

Thessalonians 5:17.

This is exactly what the 5th and 6th grade class has been learning to do throughout
this school year, starting with Covid and having one teacher for two grades. It may
not have been the norm, but we have become a family, learning to appreciate each
other and the interesting scenarios teaching two grades creates. Fifth grade wasn’t
able to go to the beloved Camp AuSable for outdoor education this year, and the
Mammoth trip for 6th grade wasn’t to be, but 5th and 6th did meet virtually with Dr.
Atkins, the Outdoor Education Director at Camp AuSable, and he provided an
amazing nature series about Monarch butterflies, Costa Rican birds, the infinity of
God, and how God wants to use us at any age. In May, to make up for our
cancelled trips, 5th and 6th grade will have a combined outdoor education
experience at Our Daily Bread campground here in Michigan.
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Even so, through all the ups and downs we have managed to find a way to see the silver
lining, thank Jesus for all our many blessings, and do some fun things too. At Christmas
we made cards and large snowflakes for the residents at the nursing home next to the
Village Church. We have been doing an ongoing baking minicourse and have made
homemade pies, applesauce/pumpkin bread, and blueberry or chocolate chip muffins.
We delivered two baskets full of cards and muffins the students made to the Oronoko
Township offices. There we gave the baskets to the firemen and police officers who
have dedicated their lives to serve others. We just finished up a unit on the colonies and
experienced living in Williamsburg through different station activities. Each Friday we
spend time giving thanks for the Sabbath and sharing our favorite things about the
awesome day God set aside for us to spend with Him.
We are truly blessed here at Village School, and 5th and 6th grade knows it!

Principal's Spotlight

Let the Children Come
Last Sabbath our young people demonstrated the beauty and importance of letting the
children come to Jesus. In fact we should not ‘only be letting,’ but doing everything within
our power, and of course by the power of God working in and through us, to lead our
children to Jesus and into His Kingdom.
Education Sabbath was a remarkable opportunity to see the value of Christian Education
on display as our students sang, played, prayed, praised, and spoke while leading us
through a wonderful worship service. The students helped to give us a better
understanding of what Jesus meant when He said in Matthew 18:3, “I tell you the truth
unless you turn from your sins and and become like little children, you will never get into
the kingdom of Heaven.”
Whether it was grades 1 and 2 reciting Exodus 20 and Psalms 91, the 3rd grade’s
uplifting “We are Thankful for…”, the bell choir’s beautiful song, the 8th grade’s acted out
parable of the “Red Tie Club”, all the grades singing various hymns or the students from
fifth, sixth and eighth grade who led us in call to worship, prayer, offertory and scripture,
we were blessed by their praise and worship of God. Whatever role they played in the
Education Sabbath Worship Service our students did it with an enthusiasm and joy that
reflected their love for Jesus.
Village Seventh Day Adventist School exists to lead children into the Kingdom of God.
There is no greater privilege or more solemn responsibility in this world than to educate
young people to know, love, honor and serve Jesus Christ. We pray that God will
continue to bless Village Adventist Elementary School as we dedicate ourselves to His
service and the service of His children.

